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OWW aims to 
improve for 2014

As preparations for One World 
Week (OWW) 2014 continue, the 
Boar looks at the changes being 
made following last year’s criti-
cism.

The ambitious overhaul has in-
troduced a number of new policies, 
events and a complete reorganisa-
tion of the schedule.

OWW 2014 will feature new 
event Warwick’s Got Talent, as well 
as building upon past successes 
such as lively forum speakers and 
the fashion show.

The five day format has been re-
arranged to host two market days 
as well as new additions: an inter-
national careers day, a charity day 
and an outreach day that will en-
gage the local community in the 
cultural celebration.

In light of the 2014 Brazilian 
World Cup, OWW are to develop 
the sport focus of the event with a 
football tournament based on the 
international competition.

Societies, halls and friendship 
groups are encouraged to partici-
pate.

Forum events will include a con-
troversial speech on feminism ‘The 
F word’ and an insight into infor-
mation leaking: ‘Breach of privacy 
in digital media today’.

To ensure financial success fol-
lowing on from last year’s issues 
with funding, the society has in-
volved Jackie Anderson, deputy fi-
nance manager at the Warwick Stu-
dents’ Union (SU), with the budget.

A last minute change on cupcake 
supplier left former student, Indra 
Balaratnam, over £100 out of pock-
et after her order was cancelled 
three days before the event.

The situation was later resolved 
when the society agreed to pay for 
the order.

The society hopes that the addi-
tion of a standard complaints pro-
cedure to their website will allow all 
complaints to be dealt with in the 
most efficient and effective man-
ner.

A significant change in the re-
cruitment policy was introduced 
in order to overcome rumors of re-
cruitment-bias.

Applicants this year went 
through a formal and standardised 
interview.

The presence of independent 
members of the executive board 
and interview auditing ensured 
that friendship-biased recruitment 
was avoided.

Recruitment also placed empha-

sis on achieving an ethnically-di-
verse team with equal representa-
tion from males and females and 
concentrated on the importance 
of recruiting first and second-year 
students to ensure a better infor-
mation flow for future executive 
teams.

OWW has launched an im-
proved training scheme, including 
a compulsory general training ses-
sion for all members as well as sep-
arate departmental preparation.

Sophie Potter, ex-president of 
World at Warwick, commented last 
year that recruits had “zero under-
standing of the basics of event or-
ganisation, SU processes, or appro-
priate communication with other 
members of the University com-
munity”.

The training this year promotes 
improved communications and 
transparency between all depart-
ments and organisers.

A new communications poli-
cy requires that all external cor-
respondence and marketing be 
screened by the PR team to ensure 
professionalism and consistency. 
This content includes trailers, post-
ers, the website, emails and social 
media.

The policy states: “Monitoring 
the overall image of OWW and en-
suring that the messages we send 
are clear, consistent and in line with 
our aims, objectives and beliefs 
means that we need to approve all 
forms of media, not just the written 
word.”

A new press policy has also been 
introduced for the launch of the 
event, with a press reception to be 
held at the end of term one.

Miranda Lewsley, co-ordinator 
of OWW 2014, said that this year’s 
event was aiming for “quality, not 
quantity”.

Ms Lewsley added: “It is focused 
on experiencing the world within 
Warwick.”

Spencer Mintram, fourth-year 
Automotive Engineering student, 
commented: “I used to think OWW 
was cool.

“Last year had a few glitches but 
I’m sure that the team this year will 
make it one of the best yet.”  

Commenting on the incidents 
of the previous year, Fen Greatley, 
deputy head of PR, said: “As crucial 
events neared, communications 
failed...

“It was more intense than ex-
pected.”

The “biggest student-run festi-
val” was well received with many 
students last year however, with 
their nightclub event, Ignis, and the 
fashion show selling out.

Aakanksha Jaiswal
Euan Long

51 percent of students fall ill as 
a result of cold accommodation
Sam Hopps

A recent press release has revealed 
that 51 percent of students ques-
tioned in a survey commissioned 
by Dreamland have admitted to 
falling ill as a result of cold uni-
versity accommodation.

Close to one third of the survey’s 
respondents said that they would 
have to do without other essentials 
if they had to pay for heating, while 
49 percent replied that they would 
avoid putting the heating on to save 
money.

In addition, the survey has dis-
covered that 54 percent of students 
questioned believe that their work 
has been affected by having a cold 
room, with nine percent saying that 
they missed lectures because it was 
too cold to get out of bed and 13 
percent saying that they would stop 
work to find a way to keep warm.

This survey tracks the issue of 
the rising cost of central heating 
and the implications this has for 
university students.

Cold accommodation for stu-
dents is not just a cost issue, with 
the survey also revealing that 24 
percent of those questioned said 

suffering without central heating 
leads to depression.

James Ward, a second-year Ger-
man and Business student,said: “As 
I was paying a set figure for our 
accommodation last year, I left the 
heating on most of the time. 

“However, being in a student 
house in Leamington and be-
ing responsible for bills, I hav-
en’t switched the heating on since 
moving in. I just put a jumper on 
instead.”

Jim Burrows, a second-year Eng-
lish Literature student, said: “Our 
house usually puts on the heating 
for a couple of hours a day and I’ve 
never felt particularly chilly – the 
heating is more reliable than it was 
in Jack Martin at the very least!”

Argha Sarkar, a second-year 
Computer Science student, ex-
pressed how much colder his house 

in Leamington is than his first-year 
campus accommodation: “My ac-
commodation last year was quite 
warm.

“My house this year is definite-
ly colder as we do not use central 
heating but use personal electric 
heaters in our bedrooms.

“Our boiler makes a lot of noise 
so we only use it for washing up.”

Jordan Flynn, a second-year His-
tory student, commented: “Last 
year was frustrating because I had 
literally no control over my radia-
tor and it was boiling or freezing at 
random times.

“This year my room is really cold 
because I have two outside walls 
and it’s horrible. 

“Also our hot water is on ‘econ-
omy’ so if you’re not first in the 
shower you have to have a cold 
one.”

Beth Morris, a second-year So-
ciology student, agreed: “The ra-
diator in my room in Westwood 
couldn’t be turned off and I was un-
able to open my windows enough 
to make much of a difference.

“Obviously I was very grateful 
for the heat in the winter months 
but in the summer and even spring, 
it was a nuisance and a waste of 
heat energy if nothing else!”

9 percent
of students missed lectures 
because it was too cold to get 
out of bed

University staff throughout the 
UK have planned a one-day strike 
on October 31 due to disputes over 
salary.

The strike is being organised by 
Unite, Unison and the University 
and College Union (UCU).

The strike has potential to cause 
large-scale disruption at Warwick 
University as it includes lecturers, 
administration workers, and tech-
nicians. The number of participants 
in the strike is as yet unknown.

However, press officer Peter 
Dunn asserted: “As in past such 
strikes, the University intends to 
operate as normally as possible on 
that day. Heads of Departments 
will, as ever, use their common 
sense to respond to any particular 
issues that arise on the day.”

 Warwick UCU president Den-
nis Leech accused the University of 
obstructing the union’s legitimate 
action: “The management of the 
University are trying to tell mem-
bers that they must notify them in 
advance if they will strike but actu-
ally they have no right to do so.”

 Explaining the cause of the 
strike, he added: “many of our 
members feel very angry that they 
are working very effectively and 
achieving great things at Warwick 
yet get a kick in the teeth of an of-
fer of a 13 percent real terms cut in 
their pay.”

 The strike will have some im-
pact on student contact hours.

Second-year English Lit-
erature undergraduate, Ciara 
Faughnan-Moncrieff, said: “Due 
to the fact that I’m paying £9,000 
a year for tuition, missing valuable 
contact hours seems all the more 
irritating.”

In contrast, Rebecca Gittins, 
first-year Politics student, admit-
ted: “I fully accept that it is the pre-
rogative of the lecturers to strike to 
improve the conditions in which 
they work.

 “I recognise taking valuable con-
tact hours away from students is not 
ideal, though as long as the course 
material is eventually covered and 
sufficient support is provided by 
seminar tutors, the proposed strike 
will not have much effect on the 

students.”
 Peter O’Brien, first-year Eng-

lish Literature and Theatre Studies 
student, recognised the legitimate 
cause of the strike: “It is a sad thing 
when teachers are forced to hinder 
the learning of their students be-
cause of their pay, which is some-
thing so trivial compared with the 
knowledge that they impart.”

 However, he was not convinced 
of the success of the strike strategy: 
“In reality, it’s just another strike 
for the government to brush under 
the carpet and it’s just another few 
missed seminars and lectures for 
the student. The unions need an-
other approach.”

 Whether or not the strike will 
significantly prevent the University 
from running smoothly will only 
become apparent on the day itself. 

» Staff are to walk out on October 31. Photo: Warwick Media Library

Warwick Uni staff to strike
Students to miss out on seminars and lectures
Bethan Erasmus
Claudia Zink

» The exec aims to improve the event after complaints. Photo: OWW
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Half of the 200 postgraduate stu-
dents who failed to receive uni-
versity-managed accommodation 
are still struggling to find some-
where permanent to live.  

Concerns among displaced stu-
dents have intensified since the 
University has cut off its financial 
subsidising of temporary accom-
modation.  Students are now pay-
ing the full price to stay in hotels 
and the Conference Centre.

Disappointment has been ex-
pressed by students with the short 
notice given by Warwick Accom-
modation informing them of the 
oversubscription for campus ac-
commodation.

An international Psychology 
postgraduate who wished to use 
the initials ‘MG’ stated: “I received 
my rejection letter from Warwick 
Accommodation on September 13.  
I applied, paid, and received a con-
firmation email before the July 31 
deadline.”

Complaints have also been made 
by students regarding the slow re-
sponse and the lack of support giv-
en by the University. 

The Students’ Union (SU) has 
expressed its concern about the ef-
fect the housing crisis is having on 
students’ welfare and academic life.

MG commented: “I am at the 
mercy of the bus schedule. This 
limits my time in the library, avail-
ability for study groups, availabili-
ty to meet with professors in their 
offices.

“I have also now had to pay £280 

for a year’s bus pass when my origi-
nal budget did not account for that.” 

Lucy Gill, postgraduate officer 
at the SU, assured students that the 
SU “will be working incredibly hard 
over the next couple of weeks to en-
sure that the University are aware of 
the problems you’re facing”.

An emergency drop-in session 
was held on October 16 to give ad-
vice to those still having difficulties 
with finding off-campus accom-
modation.  

Many students, however, have 
decided to take matters into their 
own hands given the “very limited 
list of rooms”.

“I withdrew my request for fur-
ther assistance, formally applied 
for a refund of my deposit, and 
found my own accommodation,” 
explained MG.   

“I was so aggravated by the con-
fusion […] it did not make sense to 
me that if they could not get it right 
the first time, why would I want to 
trust them to get it right the second 
time?

“I found a very reasonably priced 
room in a house in the Canley area,” 
she concluded.

Ms Gill said: “We’re concerned 
that the University hasn’t fully ap-
preciated the seriousness of the sit-
uation and want to ensure that this 
situation does not happen again.”

Students have been advised to 
reclaim back their £250 reservation 

fee.
Peter Dunn, a spokesperson for 

the University, said: “The maxi-
mum number of postgraduates stu-
dents in such a position at any one 
time over the last few weeks was in 
fact 150.

“This resulted from Warwick ex-
hibiting even higher levels of popu-
larity than usual this year amongst 
both prospective undergraduate 
and prospective postgraduate stu-
dents.

“Initially these students were put 
in high-quality accommodation in 
our own residential management 
training centres or in local hotels 
but they were only charged the 
same rate as that campus postgrad-

uate accommodation and they were 
also each given £70 on their Eating 
at Warwick cards.

“The last of those students had 
moved from those hotels, or our 
residential management training 
centres, to accommodation by Oc-
tober 14.

“The date of notification for each 
of those students as to their ini-
tial accommodation arrangements 
would have been very varied as a 
number of them were late appli-
cants to the University.”

The SU has underlined that any-
one seeking advice relating to uni-
versity-provided accommodation 
or contracts is welcome to drop in 
to their offices based in SUHQ.

Postgrad housing crisis continues to cause concern

Continued from front page
Although Warwick Accommo-

dation staff later confirmed that the 
asbestos had not been exposed so it 
did not pose a risk to students living 
there, the reports over the summer 
have concerned former residents.

Second-year Psychology student 
Shareen Rikhraj, who lived in In-
ternational House at the time of the 
incident, commented on the pres-
ent situation.

She said: “I think it’s a little un-
fair that it has become a big deal 
now that it’s affected many more 
rooms.

“It wasn’t seen as that big of an 
issue when it was only in Interna-
tional House.

“There shouldn’t have been over 
six months of a gap between tell-
ing International House residents 
about it and the rest of Rootes.”

The Boar further investigated 
whether asbestos was present in 
other buildings on Warwick cam-
pus.

A spokesperson for the Univer-
sity of Warwick said: “[Warwick] is 
aware of asbestos-containing ma-
terials located in non-residential 
buildings.

“The University carries out 
annual re-inspections of all of 
its buildings that contain asbes-
tos-containing materials, and also 
carries out specific project related 
surveys prior to commencing in-
trusive works on site.

“All parts of the University which 
contain such materials have asbes-
tos protection measures in place.”

It is believed that over 17,000 stu-
dents nationally have been sleeping 
in rooms which contain asbestos.

Asbestos 
on campusDisplaced postgrad students are still struggling to ind a permanent place to live

» Claycrot postgraduate accommodation. Photo: Sian Elvin

Selina Sykes
Anna Wilson

A new report by the university 
minister David Willets has sug-
gested that university places will 
need to increase by 26 percent 
across the UK in the next 20 years.

On The Today Programme Mr 
Willets said that the pressure we 
currently see on primary school 
places will have a knock-on effect 
on universities in the next two dec-
ades.

He also predicted that improve-
ments in education will mean that 
more students will meet application 
standards.

Universities such as Warwick 
may have to expand to accommo-
date such pressure. 

Spokesperson for Warwick Uni-
versity Peter Dunn expects that the 
University will be able to meet such 
demands but emphasises the fact 
that: “Warwick’s strategy is to focus 
on increasing its postgraduate re-
search numbers, not its undergrad-
uate numbers.”

First-year economics student, 
Edmund Robbins, saw the benefits 
of possible expansion.

“The more students we have, the 
more money the university has to 
invest.”

Yet other students were less sure 
about the advantages of expansion. 
An anonymous student told the 
Boar: “The University is running 
at 100 percent right now. Warwick 
University is so full, we don’t even 
have enough room for people to 
live here!”

In terms of the pressures upon 
Warwick’s accommodation, Mr 
Dunn commented on the issue.

“Every few years Warwick’s ex-
treme popularity as a choice of uni-
versity makes it challenging to meet 
full demand.”

However, he added that: “On 
every such occasion the accommo-
dation office have met that chal-
lenge.”

The potential increase in stu-
dents need not be a worry for War-
wick students; according to Willets’ 
report, the future economy will be 
more geared towards graduates.

Willets’ vision of the UK’s future 
was of “well-trained people doing 
high quality well paid jobs”.

Willets’ paper follows the revo-
lutionary Robins report of 50 years 
ago when just five percent of young 
people went to university. 

Both papers called for the expan-
sion of universities.

Willets’ paper is seen by some as 
the future of higher education in 
the UK. 
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Delayed SU book sale system  launched

The Students’ Union (SU) online 
second-hand book sale finally 
launched on Tuesday 22 October 
after being delayed.

Warwick’s book sale usually sees 
thousands of books being listed 
and bought by students annually at 
the beginning of Term 1.

This year, technical problems 
have delayed the sale, but the new 
online system will mean that stu-
dents have the opportunity to buy 
and sell books all-year-round.  

This new system was introduced 
by the SU to avoid heavy queuing, 
logistical issues and book thefts 
which were previously associated 
with the sale.

Cosmo March, democracy and 
development officer at the SU, in-
sisted that the launch of the new 
system was proving successful:  “So 
far, touch wood, there have been no 
technical problems.

“The delay of the launch was to 
ensure any technical problems were 
ironed out so hopefully this was 
worth it to some extent. So far lots 
of students have been buying and 
listing books.”

Some students, however, felt that 

the new system had launched too 
late.

First-year Psychology under-
graduate Catherine Stokes said: “I 
couldn’t really wait any longer for 
the book sale.

“It was getting too far into the 
term for me to not have my core 
textbooks.

“It’s a shame because I ended up 
paying more money for them than 
I should have done.”

Many others were assured that 
the new system was worth the wait.

Shelby Roberts, a first-year His-
tory undergraduate, comment-
ed: “Being able to access discount 
books throughout the year is essen-
tial.

“I have had to buy a few books 
full price but I will no doubt make 
good use of the new improved sys-
tem now it’s ready.”

Mr March acknowledged the 
inconvenience the delay may have 
caused students. 

He told the Boar: “No students 
have contacted me directly about 
disruptions, but undoubtedly the 
delay will have meant some stu-
dents have probably been paying 
more when they could have been 
saving money with the system.

“It is a shame and I am deep-
ly apologetic for the delay, but the 
system is up and running now so 
hopefully people can start benefit-
ting from it straight away.”

Samuel Lovett
Josie hroup

» he SU second-hand book sale has launched. Photo: Warwick SU

Some have taken matters into 
their own hands given the 
“limited list of rooms”

Daisy Sibun

Further uni demand rises
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T
here has only been one on-
going debate in my kitchen. 
How can you be vegetarian? 

It seems that from the people I 
have spoken to, it is puzzling how I 
can walk past a pan of fried bacon 
without being tempted to promptly 
shovel it into my mouth with a huge 
smile on my face. Incredibly, it isn’t 
that difficult.

Considering I am of Indian de-
scent, I can understand why people 
think that I am vegetarian because 
of religious reasons. And it is true 
that my whole family are vegetari-
an and we are influenced by Hin-
duism. The belief is that no animal 
should be harmed as one living 
thing has no right to harm another 
for pleasure. However, this is only a 
side issue for me...the real reasons 
are far more practical which I will 
discuss in a moment. 

Before that, I’ll break down some 
myths about vegetarianism. First 

of all, we are not grass eaters. For 
those of you quizzically looking at 
your paper right now, I was asked 
this seriously by someone in my 
first week at Warwick... very awk-
ward. 

Secondly, we don’t only eat veg-
etables...we also gorge down on 
bread, milk and cheese (ex-
cessively in my case). 

Thirdly, we don’t 
eat fish like some 
people commonly 
believe, those are 
actually pectari-
ans. 

Fourthly, de-
spite not eating 
meat, we get ready 
sources of protein 
from lentils, nuts and 
pulses which are actual-
ly better sources as they aid 
digestion. 

Lastly, despite what my 
friends think, vegetarians 
don’t have less fun that omnivores. 
I just thought I’d point that out. 

Now, joking aside, let’s get onto 
the real issue here. Recently, I 
watched a fly on the wall documen-
tary called ‘The Fried Chicken Shop’ 
(still available on 4oD) about a fast 
food outlet based in Clapham, Lon-
don. There were some facts about 
the consumption of chicken that 

shocked me: “Chicken used to be 
a luxury. We used to eat the equiv-
alent of just one a year. Now we 
slaughter 2.5 million a day. 

We eat it more than any oth-
er meat and it has changed our 
high streets. It’s the front line and 
bread line of Britain” The average 

price of a piece of chicken 
was no more than £2, 

which accounting 
for profit mar-

gins, franchise 
and distribution 
costs means that 
the unit cost 
could be as lit-
tle as 50p. This 

is the cheapest 
that meat has ever 

been, how is it pos-
sible to get it down to 

this price?
Well, it isn’t pretty. A pri-

or warning before I reveal 
this, the link I am going to 

give you is not for the squeamish. 
If you YouTube “Possibly the Most 
Eye Opening 6 Minutes Ever on 
Film” you will be able to see the im-
pact of the cheap meat market. 

When I first watched it I was dis-
turbed by the fact that you could 
see chickens literally being sucked 
up by a machine before being 
slaughtered. It would anyone feel 

sick. 
The frightening truth is that it 

just isn’t sustainable for us to be 
consuming meat in this way. If we 
are happy to buy this cheap meat, 
now knowing where it has come 
from, can we really say that we are 
enjoying it? Does it not taste a little 
bitter? Some would now argue that 
eating organic and free range pro-
duce would combat this problem, 
but the truth is that our collective 
appetite seems to be insatiable. 

All around the world, arable land 
for crops is being given up to raise 
livestock, which is actually reduc-
ing the absolute amount of food in 
weight that can be taken from the 
same surface area of land. It means 
that by continuing to pursue meaty 
motives, we are actually worsening 
the problem and reducing the effi-
ciency of the production of other 
food. 

Let me be clear, I am not ex-
pecting you to drop your turkey 
sandwiches and devote your life 
to munching cucumbers. But I do 
want you to think about the impli-
cations of what you might be put-
ting in your mouth and the story 
of how it got onto your plate. Just 
by refusing to eat cheap meat, or 
by having a veggie day of the week, 
you can start to make a serious dent 
in this issue.  

The confessions of a curious vegetarian
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Hiran Adhia

Becoming vegetarian is more than a question of tradition or emotion 

»Cartoon by Charles MacDonald

O
n October 18, the diplomat-
ic world reeled in shock as 
Saudi Arabia made the un-

precedented move of turning down 
a non-permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council (UNSC). The 
Middle Eastern kingdom, which 
has strong ties with the perma-
nent five members, particularly 
the USA, rebuffed the offer while 
accusing the world body of “dou-
ble standards”. It was particularly 
critical of the failure to address the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and for 
not reaching a consensus on Syria.

No one was really sure how to 
react. Indeed, for the irst twen-
ty-four hours, this news went 
mostly unremarked, with the fo-
cus on the US shutdown and Syria. 
But, sure enough, diplomats began 
to weigh in. he Russian foreign 
minister called the move bewilder-
ing and UN Ambassadors from the 
Arab League urged Saudi Arabia 
to change its decision, stating that 
having a Middle Eastern country 
on the UNSC would better serve the 
region’s demands. At the same time, 
the Arab League Secretary General 
Nabil Al-Araby praised the Saudi 
government’s decision, while an 
unnamed French government oi-
cial stated that the decision served 
to highlight genuine failures.

Despite Moscow’s protests, 
there is no denying the fact that 
the UNSC has largely failed in its 
mandate. Global security is at its 
most vulnerable and humanitarian 
crises are crippling the world. he 
permanent ive members are not 
immune either – the USA’s debacle 
with wars in the Middle East and 
Guantanamo Bay, Russia’s abys-
mal LGBTQ situation, and China’s 
ongoing struggles with Tibet are 
well-documented problems.

However, while the refusal is 
a pleasant surprise, there is a fair 
amount of irony when you consid-
er who did the rejecting. Ater all, 
Saudi Arabia is in no way a uto-
pia. For years, it has had one of the 
worst women’s rights records in the 
world. Women not only sufer from 
restricted freedom of movement, 
speech and expression, but face 
harsher penalties and courtroom 
bias in legal cases. Homosexuality 
is illegal, with penalties including 
stoning and forced amputations. 
Censorship is a huge problem, and 
the country has a history of denying 
the presence of political prisons. 
And these are just a sample of  what 
is plaguing the country. Despite 
these issues, the Saudi government 
has not been held accountable due 
to its strategic position in the re-
gion and its oil reserves.

Given the support Saudi Arabia 
gets from the UNSC, allowing it to 
carry out human rights abuses with 
impunity, it is truly a case of the 
pot calling the kettle black for it to 
turn down a UNSC seat for “double 
standards”. Or perhaps that is just 
politics.

When hypocrites 
make history

Ibtisam Ahmed

»photo: Flickr/
avlxyz

I was seriously asked if I ate 
grass during my irst week at 
Warwick.
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P
eace can be a difficult concept 
to define. Conflict, particular-
ly in its armed variant, is sim-

pler. There is certainly no difficul-
ty in recognising the bloody Civil 
War that Syria is currently fighting 
amongst itself, nor its destructive 
impact on the lives of those within 
and surrounding the bitterly divid-
ed country. 

Governments, East and West, 
have no compelling excuse for their 
continued inaction. Between the 
two voting blocs in the UN—one 
supporting the current Syrian gov-
ernment, the other broadly against 
it—there is at least agreement that 
peace is the ultimate goal of discus-
sion. 

However, neither side is willing 
to forfeit a strategic regional advan-
tage for a lasting peace; not when 
the only casualties of delay and ob-
structionism are the Syrian people 
themselves. It is poker played with 
a stranger’s money, warranting no 
concern over how much is lost in 
pursuit of the pot.

Awarding the Nobel Peace Prize 
to the Organisation for the Pro-
hibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW) should, given this situ-
ation, be seen as an unwelcome 
development in the nature of the 
debate around Syria. David Milib-
and makes a good case by pointing 
out that if the group truly deserved 
their laureate status, Syria should 
not have been in a position to use 
chemical weapons in the first place. 
A significant criticism 
stems from the histor-
ical connotations 
of a Nobel Peace 
Prize victory, and 
what it signals 
in terms of our 
attitude toward 
the conflict. 

The Peace 
Prize Commit-
tee is not blind to 
the prestige and 
political capital it 
can endow. Through-
out the years, the award 
has been used strategically 
for various political ends. 
Jimmy Carter won in 2002, 
with the Committee citing 
his ‘untiring effort to find peace-
ful solutions to international con-
flicts’ as their reasoning—a thinly 
veiled criticism of President Bush’s 
war-posturing that would lead to 
the invasion of Iraq a year later. 

The EU’s acceptance of the award 
in 2012 will have helped strengthen 
the organisation against internal 

tensions regarding its worth, par-
ticularly in the wake of the Euro-
zone crisis. 

Henry Kissinger’s 1973 victo-
ry—ostensibly for negotiating the 
Paris Agreement that construct-
ed a ceasefire (albeit temporarily) 
between North and South Viet-
nam—was an attempt to validate 
the treaty in the eyes of the bellig-
erents, preserving South Vietnam-
ese independence. Kissinger—who 

continued to authorise 
illegal bombing raids 

in Cambodia—de-
served it for noth-

ing else. His sta-
tus as a Peace 
Prize laureate 
was heralded 
at the time as 
‘the death of 
satire’; it only 
took Tony Blair 

to become a 
Middle East Peace 

Envoy to bury it.
Whilst the stories 

behind the laureates 
can be powerful and, in 
Kissinger’s case, mor-
bidly amusing, there is a 

greater theme to be exposed. The 
Nobel Peace Prize in recent years is 
often given, to address and pontifi-
cate over whichever pressing polit-
ical issue is on the agenda. 

Here, The Nobel Peace Prize 
Committee are desperate to com-
memorate the destruction of the 
Syrian chemical weapons stock-

pile as a breakthrough in global 
cooperation. Forgetting that it was 
Vladimir Putin who actually or-
ganised the agreement—a contend-
er for the Prize this year, and pos-
sibly the only man less deserving 
of the award than Kissinger—there 
are greater reasons to question the 
Committee’s judgement in this 
case. 

There will not be a ceasefire be-
tween the Syrian National Coali-
tion and the government: not even 
a fragile two-year stop-for-breath 
that even Kissinger managed. Con-
ventional weapons, from bullets 
to phosphorous bombs, have been 
and will continue to be the single 
greatest means of killing other Syr-
ians within Syria. 

So who could have done with 
winning the Nobel Peace Prize? 
Lakhdar Brahimi, the current UN 
Peace Envoy to Syria. Perhaps with 
the added attention and authority 
a Nobel Prize can bestow, his ef-
forts to establish an authoritative 
and conclusive Geneva II Conven-
tion, focused solely on achieving a 
peaceful political solution for Syria, 
would be more fruitful—a com-
pletely speculative belief, but one 
now resigned to remain so. 

As it stands, the destruction of 
Syria’s chemical weapons is less a 
development worth celebrating 
than it is a salve for the conscience 
of the global community, a pat on 
the back for the having so well ar-
ranged the deck chairs on the Ti-
tanic.

Nobel Peace Prize: Political weapon of choice White SaviourTM

A
t 2:15 on Friday 18th Oc-
tober. I was the victim of a 
hate crime. 

After such progress in the fight 
for equal rights following a highly 
publicised campaign and over-
whelming support from our fellow 
countrymen, homosexual men and 
women could rejoice in the fact 
that by law their love was recog-
nised and acknowledged. 

Then why is it that after this 
monumental step forward in gay 
rights that not only changed the 
law, but more importantly people’s 
attitudes and the way we approach 
LGBT issues, my boyfriend and 
I were escorted out of Altoria for 
kissing? 

“You two have got to leave, you 
are making people feel uncom-
fortable,” grunted the bouncer as 
he awkwardly avoided eye-contact 
and barely hid the look of disgust 
on his face. We were kissing. We 
had left the bustle of the dance 
floor and were stood at the top of 
the stairs waiting for a friend. Our 
eyes met, and when our eyes meet, 
they fix. So we kissed. 

A stolen moment of intimacy 
and affection, a momentary re-
treat from the revelry of the night, 
we kissed. For a few brief seconds 
there was no one else but the two 
of us, we had left this world behind. 
That was until we were brought 
crashing down by the shameful 
and demoralising actions of one 
particular bouncer. His intru-
sive intolerance stung me 
with the sudden reali-
sation that little had 
changed. 

Despite the new 
laws, damaging 
and backward at-
titudes persist, 
so much so that 
the actions of one 
ignorant man who 
believed himself to be 
immune to the progress 
the rest of us had made, un-
ravelled the worrying truth 
behind our liberties. But I 
will not remain silent. 

“As homophobia in itself 
isn’t actually a crime, there is little 
we can really do about this”. The 
words of the police officer I met 
with the following morning, hav-
ing officially reported it on waking. 
His response worried me, but I had 
heard it before. Momentarily, I felt 
trapped and very small, suddenly 
terrified that my personal details 

would be attached to this incident. 
I imagined that’s how things start-
ed in Russia. I imagined that’s how 
things started in V for Vendetta. 

But then his tone shifted. Having 
awkwardly avoided using the word 
‘gay’ throughout the entire time we 
talked, although remaining impec-
cably polite and professional de-

spite being so obviously out 
of his comfort zone, he 

looked directly at me 
and said he would 

personally con-
front the bouncer 
in question. There 
are people on our 
side. 

That one warm 
look from the po-

lice officer seemed 
to be an antidote to 

all that had happened. 
He said all too often things 
like this just get forgotten 
about or brushed under 
the carpet. As he left he 
urged me to seek civil ad-

vice and pursue the matter further, 
which I am, with the help of the 
fabulous (in both respects) Pride 
reps and Student Union Advisers. 

It is also worth noting that Al-
toria are planning a ‘Gay Night’ in 
a few weeks, which I think really 
needs to be discussed, because that 
bouncer is going to have a nerv-

ous breakdown or something, and 
if the management condone those 
sort of attitudes then they really 
have no right to host such an event.

It is not okay that someone 
thinks it perfectly acceptable to 
throw people out for being gay. It 
is not okay that the bouncer had 
“more right” to throw us out than 
we had the right to complain about 
his reasons for it. It is not okay that 
the police claim “there is nothing 
we can do about it”. It’s just not. 

It never can be. He had no more 
right to throw us out than a het-
erosexual couple or an interracial 
couple. And there is no other way 
of putting it. We were thrown out 
because we were gay. This man’s ac-
tions were appalling. I will not re-
main silent. I will not let it go. I will 
fight this and I implore you, reader 
to do the same. 

If you are a victim, or know of 
a victim of intolerance, don’t keep 
quiet. There are people, powerful 
people who are ready to back us 
and purge our country of intoler-
ance, one nightclub bouncer at a 
time. 

“You two are making people uncomfortable”
An anonymous writer shares his experience of homophobia in Altoria

Edward Halliday

Hiba Ahmad

D
o you feel the weight of your 
ancestor’s pressing down on 
you as you emerge freshly 

from school with excellent A-lev-
els, a narrow understanding of the 
world and a sense of adventure 
borne of having a Daddy that can 
pay for your whims and wishes? 

Fret no more brave youngster 
as White Saviour Travels is here to 
ease your pain! We are here to help 
you embark on the journey of a life-
time! Gain wisdom from various 
Brown People as you explore their 
lands and learn about their suffer-
ing while living comfortably in a 
Western-friendly environment! 

Eat the exotic food which is 
available everywhere in the exotic 
heaven of your choice as you mar-
vel over the sheer exoticism of it all! 
Take pictures of oppressed women 
while wearing the hottest bikini on 
the market and thank the heavens 
for being born in a civilised land.

Experience joy as you embark 
on your brave quest to Fix Africa/ 
Asia/India/South America one vil-
lage at a time! Build a house for the 
unfortunate and get a fabulous tan 
while you’re at it! And do be sure 
to make friends with the locals be-
cause who knows, you might just 
write the next “Eat, Pray, Love”!

Remember that your story of 
self-discovery is the most impor-
tant thing to take back from your 
travels! While the conditions which 
you might stumble upon may seem 
terrible, our Spiritual Mentors™ will 
provide you with a Positive Outlook 
that will help you see the beauty of 
it all! All those impoversihed poor 
souls make up in spirituality what 
they lack in BMI and their days are 
simply full of meaning! 

Experience it first hand and you 
will gain a whole new treasury of 
wisdom and quotes which you can 
later bestow upon the uneducated 
masses at home! Just think of all the 
inspiring blog posts it could gener-
ate! Your selfless act of philanthro-
py will become legendary and you 
could really save the lives of many 
Brown People by simply gracing 
them with your unique presence. 

With that being said, this won-
derful adventure of a lifetime will 
of course cost you (i.e. Daddy) a 
fortune, but what you lose in mon-
ey you make up for in wisdom and 
character. And do be sure to take an 
unholy amount of photos with all 
the darling little children running 
around with swollen bellies and too 
big eyes in dirty, skinny faces. They 
do make the most wonderfully in-
spiring profile pictures! 

»photo: vmproductions

Can we really consider this award for peace a Noble Prize?

It is not okay that the police 
claim “there is nothing we can 
do about it.” It’s just not.

My boyfriend and I were 
escorted out of Altoria for 
kissing.

»photo: lickr/
philippeleroyer

»photo: OPCW

Kissinger’s status as Peace 
Prize laureate was heralded as 
‘the death of satire’; Tony Blair 
the peace envoy buried it.
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T
his summer saw the convic-
tion, on all but two counts, 
of former US private Chelsea 

Manning, for her decision to re-
lease thousands of classified Amer-
ican military documents to Julian 
Assange’s Wikileaks. Civil liberties’ 
groups and Manning’s assembled 
supporters have sought to portray 
her as a heroic individual, who 
stuck by her principles no matter 
the grave personal consequences.

his perception is profoundly 
wrong-headed. Although her de-
fenders deny that there is concrete 
evidence of anyone having lost their 
lives due to the leaks, it is clear that 
they provided the Taliban with sen-
sitive intelligence for them to use 
against the brave men and women 
who she had fought alongside. 

Supporters of Manning – who 
are generally so quick to emphasise 
the sanctity of life when it comes 
to casualties of US foreign policy – 
would do well to remember the in-
nate value of the lives that she, at the 
very minimum, imperilled. Indeed, 
rather than seeing the leaks as a 
courageous stand against a faceless 
military machine, it is important to 
consider the extreme risks to indi-
vidual humans that they created, 
regardless of whether one agrees 
with the action in which they are 
engaged. herefore, Manning’s be-
haviour must be considered deeply 
irresponsible on this level.

Attempts made to instead some-
how romanticise Manning’s ac-

tions taps into the almost visceral 
resentment that some feel towards 
the American state. One can legit-
imately disapprove of some of the 
American tactics used through-
out the War on Terror. However, 
the fact remains that the US is on 
the side of basic human rights in 
a continued global conlict against 
al-Qaeda, and America has the 
moral conviction and – as the sole 
superpower – the militaristic capa-
bility to contain and tackle. 

Given that it was shown on 9/11 
just how much devastation this 
cruel organisation can wreak when 
let unchecked, support for actions 
that make the War on Terror all the 
harder to prosecute seem incom-
prehensible. 

If a culture of leaking sensi-
tive intelligence ever took hold 
and drastically curtailed the War’s 
scope and efectiveness, then hu-
mans throughout the world, of all 
faiths and none, would see their 
most fundamental right - the right 
to live, rendered much less secure.

hose critics of the US who are 
lining up to support Chelsea Man-
ning should thus consider whether 
they are acting in accordance with 
the notions of human rights and 
civil liberties which they appropri-
ate. hey are defending an individ-
ual whose actions endangered US 
service personnel and promoting 
behaviour wholly antithetical to 
stemming the inhuman terrorist 
menace.

“Chelsea Manning and the leaks culture:

Praise or Punish?”

When I think of Kasbah, it is usu-
ally a colourful blur of bad dancing, 
friends getting their faces painted 
with the Mike Tyson tattoo, and the 
“you don’t need no boyfriend, get 
yo’self a lollipop” singing lady. Now, 
however, many memories of the 
nightclub my friends and I share 
are jaded by the dark and pretty 
harrowing events of their ‘Poptas-
tic’ night on October 7th. 

Unlike other nights hosted by 
Kasbah like ‘Kinky Fridays’ and a 
night in March where guests were 
told to, “Expect strippers and a mas-
sive sex toy treasure hunt”, Poptas-
tic isn’t a night we (sadly) expected 
to be a super-sexualised event. On 
that Monday night everything was 
normal, until the DJ interrupted 
the set to say there was a new game 
to be played, boys versus girls. Ex-
cited for our first group night out 
together, two of my girl friends and 
one of the guys volunteered along 
with another boy from Cov. 

The host of the game was a 
bravado-fuelled, swaggering lad 
(shock!) called Jonny. He paced 
up and down the stage explain-
ing the game: lads vs ladies, throw 
a ball from the other side of the 
dance floor into the bin, you gain a 

point. If you miss, an item of cloth-
ing comes off. My friends, a little 
hazy behind the eyes, don’t react, 
which I find a bit weird. 

The game begins, and the two 
girls miss their shot (unsurprising-
ly, as there are fans blowing against 
them to jeopardise their throws), 
and the MC jeers at them to take 
off their clothes. Now what they’re 
being asked to do clicks with them, 
you can see it on their faces. After-
wards one of them said to me, in 
tears, “We thought it was a casual 
dance off. We couldn’t even hear 
what he was saying. It was so loud.”

All of us spectating, however, 
could. When my friend missed 
her shot again and she reluctant-
ly removed her bra from under 
her dress, we very clearly heard 
Jonny declare: “That’s not good 
enough!” Had she not abided by the 

gross, degrading rules? Clearly not 
in his eyes, as he invoked a chant 
of “dress, dress dress!” amongst the 
boys in the crowd. 

The game continued in this 
vein for many more painful min-
utes. When the boys misssed, my 
male friend laughed and shook his 
head signalling no, thanks, I don’t 
want to take off my boxers. Jonny 
mocked him, “Why not, have you 
got a tiny cock?”, as if by whacking 
his penis out on a sweaty Coventry 
stage it would validate his manli-
ness. 

At last the girls won, but not 
before one of my friends was left 
standing in her underwear under 
a harsh spotlight. My other friend 
stood in front of her, masking her 
confused nudity from the heckling 
crowd. Even though the game was 
over, Jonny felt the urge to interject 

just once more, “Oi, stop blocking 
her! Stop lezzing off!” 

After my friends left the stage 
we spent a lot of our night consol-
ing them, initially from their em-
barrassment and later from crowd 
members, who felt the need to come 
up to our group and “congratulate” 
them. Further insult was added to 
injury when videos of stripping 
and writhing girls were plastered 
all over the big screens, surprising 
us again, thinking the night should 
probably be rebranded “Porntastic.” 

Many of the people I have re-
layed this story to have said to me, 
“This sounds like something that 
would happen in Magaluf.” And 
they’re really right. Some people 
might argue, why didn’t my friends 
just get off of the stage, which from 
an outsider’s perspective is a valid 
point. But it wasn’t necessarily the 
premise of the game, the nudity, 
which was the main problem, even 
though in principle that is still obvi-
ously grim. It was the fact that when 
my friends did abide by the game’s 
debasing rules, they were scorned 
for how they interpreted them. My 
friend was completely naked under 
her dress, and yet the artful Jonny 
encouraged the crowd to taunt her 
for not stripping nude. That night, 
Jonny really did pronounce for us 
the boundary that must be drawn 
between ‘entertainer’ and ‘predator.’

Porntastic Kasbah: Taking ‘lad bants’ too far
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Tête à Tête

I
n the past week we have seen 
a rapid rise in energy prices. 
Companies such as Npower and 

British Gas have risen prices by 
double percentage points Npower 
has risen the cost of its energy by 
10.4%, which is simply staggering 
as there’s huge gap between prices 
rises and income rises. 

Many would cite this as compa-
nies reacting badly to Ed Miliband 
conference speech yet this is not a 
recent phenomenon.  Last winter 
the 6 main energy companies out-
lined price rises between 6% and 
10.8%. 

Simply put this is unacceptable 
considering that natural gas prices 
for example have fallen by 1/3 since 
there peak in 2011. he fact that this 
isn’t some small rogue company 
but all the major suppliers shows us 
that there are fundamental laws in 
the industry as a whole. he utility’s 
industry acts not as a free market as 
it should be in theory but as a car-
tel.

I just want to say that I don’t 
mind price rises if they are justi-
ied. For example if there had been 
massive increase in the wholesale 
price of gas then a price rise would 
be justiied. his current wave of 
hikes, is not. here is no clear solu-
tion to this problem, Ed Miliband’s 
policy may be a good short term 
answer to the problem but not a 
long term one. 

What Britain needs is to invest in 
its infrastructure therefore having 
a more eicient energy sector and 
using a range of energy sources. 
Britain as an island nation should 
be at the forefront of using tidal en-
ergy which will not only be cheaper 
in long run but also better for the 
environment. his investment can 
take in range of areas to have broad 
and diverse energy policy. We also 
need a tougher regulator when Of-
gem is seen by many as not it for 
service. 

Britain situation isn’t  unique, 
many countries face similar prob-
lems but that doesn’t mean that we 
should ignore the problem rather 
we should tackle it head on and 
try to save money and tackle this 
countries over reliance a gas and 
other non-renewables. Govern-
ment seems ill disposed to do much 
about it and I doubt any radical ac-
tion will be taken. 

Even Ed Miliband is ignoring 
calls for among those in his own 
party about re-nationalisation. his 
issue is a contemporary one but it’s 
been around for years and I doubt 
that the next government will tack-
le it what’s clear is changes needs 
to be wholesale and looked at from 
diferent angles from supply to in-
frastructure all of which be for Brit-
ain’s interests rather than having to 
shell out extortionate amounts that 
only beneits the few.

Energy Prices:

A Heated Issue Will Tucker

Emma Welton

Y
ou may or may not have read 
in the news the revelations 
of mass surveillance under-

taken by the American National 
Security Agency (NSA) and, com-
pletely unrelated to payments of 
£100m over three years, our very 
own GCHQ. Put simply, through 
the PRISM programme and others, 
these bodies have the power to find 
out pretty much anything you’ve 
been up to online – and these pow-
ers are not so much selective as a 
massive data-mining exercise.

Now, you can disagree with me 
about whether or not this is neces-
sary. Many people think that, given 
the unpredictable, volatile world 
we live in the secret services need 
such powers to catch terrorists and 
criminals. Personally, I think the 
subversion of the concept of ‘inno-
cent until proven guilty’ the revela-
tions entail is a violation of our civil 
liberties. 

By assuming everyone is a sus-
pect until they are proven other-
wise, and needing no warrant to see 
our online lives, the relationship 
between state and citizen is perma-
nently damaged. But that’s not the 
point I’m making here.

One of the reasons defenders of 
PRISM and the like ofer for why 
we shouldn’t worry about these 
programmes is that we live in a de-
mocracy. herefore, goes the argu-
ment, governments won’t overstep 
the mark in the balance between 
security and liberty. his is a lawed 

premise, but does ofer the best way 
to explain why this all matters.

As a citizen, we enter a contract 
with the state to a) keep us safe and 
b) protect our personal freedoms. 
We also give governments the right 
to do these things through popular 
votes. But if we don’t know what 
our governments are up to, how on 
earth can we pass judgement at the 
ballot box?

he former NSA operative Ed-
ward Snowden blew the whistle on 
the massive and sweeping powers 
of the NSA and GCHQ – powers, 
like blanket logging of data that had 
previously been denied ever exist-
ed. Yet in order to make these reve-
lations, Snowden had to lee to irst 
Hong Kong and then Vladimir Pu-
tin’s Russia – hardly a place known 
for its democratic freedoms.

If it takes a 30-year-old comput-
er technician to reveal the extent of 
the state’s power, then something 
has gone seriously wrong with 
democratic accountability. he 
self-defeating post-9/11 ‘nothing 
to fear, nothing to hide’ paranoia 
that has been used to stile any de-
bate about civil liberties, and brand 
Snowden a ‘traitor’ (as if al-Qaeda 
and their ilk didn’t suspect they 
were being spied on) is damaging 
our democracy.

I may be wrong. Governments 
may really need these powers. Peo-
ple may not care because they’re 
happy with the status quo. But 
please, let us have a debate.

Jack Simpson

Harrassment and public humiliation at Kasbah’s Poptastic evening 

Milo Barnett

» One of the night’s classiest displays photo: Emma Welton
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Fashion Forward: Student Street Style 

Electric blue heels with jeans and a leather 
jacket are what makes this outfit this outfit 
stand out. A perfect example of contrasting 
different styles and making them look great 
together. 

Black trench coats are a favourite for uni-
versity students. What makes this outfit 
stand out is the blue scarf paired with leather 
gloves, taking the look from casual to effort-
lessly cool.

A red scarf is something you should definite-
ly consider owning. It screams courageous 
and makes a very simple outfit with leather 
accessories look absolutely stunning. 

Giving this outfit a very girly and elegant 
attitude, a big flowery scarf has vamped up 
this simple look. The leather boots with studs 
bring an added edge juxtaposed with the re-
laxed beige bag.

Leather jacket, bag and boots, check! This 
look is a  classy combination of a shirt and 
sweater. The outfit seems very grown up but 
a playful touch is introduced by the tartan 
print grey sweater.

Combining Nike shoes with a military jacket 
and throwing on a cosy sweater and a back-
pack: mix-and-match at its best! Prints and 
colours that shouldn’t necessarily work come 
together to produce something interesting.

Veronika Vohlmuthova brings you her very best picks from Autumn/Winter campus fashion

This outfit is very smooth, focusing on nude 
colours. A furry short jacket is an ideal piece 
for autumn. The over-sized satchel pulls the 
entire look together and screams ombre-chic.

Where to start? Talk about making a state-
ment; this outfit is bound to catch your eye.  
A special mention goes to the slipper shoes 
that have a similar pattern to the lower seam 
of the jeans. Love it.
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What’s on

Gregory Doran’s production for the RSC reaches new heights as King Richard faces his calamitous tragic fall, says Rebekah Ellerby

Richard II: David Tennant takes to the throne

» Bolingbroke (Nigel Lindsay) takes the crown from Richard II (David Tennant) to become Henry IV, in the RSC’s production of Richard II  directed by Gregory Doran (photo: Kwame Lestrade)

Until 9 March 2014,
Tate Modern,

£13.10 for Students
A magical painter, 

giant of the 20th 
century  and radical 

figure of European 
modernism

Paul Klee: Making 
Visible

he Green and 
Pleasant Land

until 12 Jan 2014,
Leamington Gallery,

FREE 
Explores changes in 

the Warwickshire 
countryside 
over the last 

200 years

4 - 9 Nov,
 Belgrade Theatre,

£9.50
Record-breaking 

production of 
Agatha Christie’s 

whodunnit tours the 
country 

he Mousetrap Road

13 - 16 Nov
WAC,

£7.50 for Students
WUDS present Jim 

Cartwright’s 
modern classic of a 

Lancashire commu-
nity in 80s Britain

Astonomy Photographer 
of the Year 2013

until 23 Feb 2014,
Royal Observatory,

FREE
Awe-inspiring 

collection 
exploring the 

mysterious universe 
that surrounds us

Frankenstein: NT 
Live

31 Oct & 2 Nov,
WAC,

£5.50 for Students
Benedict Cumber-

batch and Jonny Lee 
Miller star, shown  
again for the NT’s 

50th birthday

Emily Rowland 
reviews As Large as 

Life at the 
Herbert Art 

Gallery, showcasing 
Quentin Blake’s

 illustrations.
Until 3 November, 

FREE. 
Read online at 

theboar.org/arts.

Quentin Blake
» Welcome to Planet Zogg, Sir Quentin Blake 

(photo: he Herbert Art Gallery)
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Twitter @BoarArts
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D
avid Tennant and director Gregory 
Doran are reunited at the RSC for this 
sell out run of Richard II, after Ten-

nant’s extraordinary performance of Hamlet 
five years ago. The tragic history play con-
siders the last two years of Richard II’s reign 
until his death. It moves from the quarrel 
of Thomas Mowbray (Anthony Byrne) and 
Henry Bolingbrook (Nigel Lindsay) to their 
subsequent banishment and Bolingbrook’s 
disinheritance before Richard’s tragic de-
cline, deposition and death.

Tennant naturally excels in the role of the 
King, who begins the play with an imma-
ture aloofness as he makes grand decisions 
without apparent thought, backed up by a 
self-interested inner-circle of advisers. What 
inally draws us in to sympathise with Ten-
nant’s Richard is his tragic fall into the second 
half; yet before this he seems arrogant, whim-
sical and lacking credible or just motivation 
for denying the banished Bolingbroke his 
inheritance to fund a war with Ireland. he 
success of Tennant’s portrayal is that despite 
this we can ultimately become close to him, 
particularly when he starts to use humour as 
a coping mechanism for the threat of Boling-

broke and in his speeches in the second half. 
hough not usually soliloquies, he oten ad-
dresses these to us, looking out at the audi-
ence, and sometimes to purposefully turning 
his back on the new King. Leaving his back 
turned to the other characters onstage is an 
action Tennant uses throughout the play as a 
symbol of his pride, but in the second half it 
becomes an act of deiance toward the usurp-
ing king, provoking our sympathy at his un-
doing. his comes to its climax as he gives 
over the crown to Bolingbroke, linging it out 
in his hand and at irst triumphantly refusing 
to face his usurper.

Richard’s fall is made manifest in this 
production with a clever bit of set: a midair 
walkway across the proscenium arch, which 
works well to elevate Tennant on his grand 
throne, until he is inally cast down to a dun-
geon prison beneath the stage. he rattling 
produced on the metal bridge as actors walk 
across it is a minor irritant, but no matter. 
Doran gives Richard a inal heroic lourish as 
he ights of the assassins in prison, only to 
be literally stabbed in the back by Aumerle 
(Oliver Rix), his cousin with whom Richard 
has a truly close relationship. At one point, 

while facing ruin at Flint Castle, Doran has 
the pair kiss and Richard playfully goes to put 
the crown on Aumerle’s head. he backstab-
bing betrayal of friendship rung in the audi-
ence almost as resonantly as the beautiful live 
voices that lited through the scenes.

Indeed the choral, religious music of the 
three sopranos alternating with the blaring 
trumpets of regal fanfares suggests the ten-
sions prevalent in this play. Doran presents 
the production beautifully, with the set of 
silver stranded bead curtains lit with projec-
tions to create the columns of a church, and 
a coin draped in black centre stage, as the 
Duke of Gloucester’s wife mourns her hus-
band’s death. his emphasis on the mourning 
court, all in dark period costumes, and the 
black humour of Richard’s speedy change of 
subject to the issues of state emphasises his 
youthful irresponsibility. His insistence on 
majesty and divine appointment is not only 
encapsulated in those regal anthems, but in 
his beautiful blue and gold dress-robe and 
long, Christ-like hair.

Despite its stars, the RSC is a company and 
the veterans of the stage put in some of the 
greatest performances in Richard II. Particu-

larly funny is Oliver Ford Davies as Richard’s 
uncle, the Duke of York, charming in his 
grumpiness. When his wife (Marty Cruick-
shank) and son (Oliver Rix) are praying for 
the new king’s forgiveness, and he praying 
against them, the image onstage is framed as 
three supplicants; his movements comically 
mirror the gestures of his wife as she utters 
her emphatic prayers to the King.

his is a play characterised by mirrors, not 
least in the vanity of Tennant’s Richard who 
peered at himself in the mirror in the irst 
half, in a court where appearances are every-
thing and lattery is a means to fulill ambi-
tions where the King promotes his favourites. 
his vanity was painfully repeated in the sec-
ond half, ater he had been forced to abdicate, 
and instead of reading out a list of treasons 
he looked at his face in the mirror instead for 
sin. By using the mirror in the irst half we 
feel the true weight of his fall.

Posing existential thoughts to his subjects, 
Richard declares, ‘mock me not.’ here will 
be none to mock this reverend production.

Richard II moves from the Royal Shake-
speare heatre to the Barbican in December 
and there are day tickets available.
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W
hether you hate him or love 
him, everyone knows Nicolas 
Cage. his is partly due to his 
inability to stop working, mean-

ing he usually has about four ilms 
coming out each year. 

He’s also increasingly 
known for the countless 
number of internet 
memes and videos 
devoted to him – 
the most popular 
being: ‘Nicolas 
Cage Losing His 
Shit’ and ‘he 
Evolution of 
Nicolas Cage’s 
Hair’. Both 
videos play 
brilliantly to 
the intense tunes 
of  ‘Lux Aeterna’ 
and ‘In he Hall of 
he Mountain King’ 
respectively. 

It’s safe to say that he has 
enjoyed a fair amount of par-
ody in the last few years and yes, it’s 
hard to see this as undeserved ater watching 
ilms like he Wicker Man and Ghost Rider - 
though don’t be fooled he knows about this 
and is deinitely in on the joke. 

However, amongst the truckload of me-
diocre ilms Cage has chosen to ham it up 
in, it’s easy to forget that in a career lasting 

more than 30 years he has created many 
compelling characters in quality ilms. 

Perhaps the biggest criticism thrown at 
Nicolas Cage is his tendency to overact. But 

his scene-chewing eccentricity is 
also his greatest strength and 

ilms that embrace and use 
his unique abilities in 

the right way are oten 
brilliant. 

Take the Coen 
Brothers’ hilari-
ously obeat and 
absurd comedy 
Raising Arizona. 
Cage’s brand of 
acting is per-
fect for oddball 
comedies and he 
is fantastic in the 

ilm as ex-convict 
Herbert, a man who 

wants nothing more 
than to see his wife 

happy raising a baby (that 
he stole). 

Another example of a ilm 
that uses Cage in just the correct way 

is Spike Jonze’s Adaptation where he plays 
Donald and Charlie Kaufman, a pair of iden-
tical twins. Donald is carefree and optimistic 
whilst Charlie is neurotic and obsessive al-
lowing Cage to display great range in a quirky 
and of-centre role. 

What these roles and his method of acting 

show above all else is a certain fearlessness 
as an actor. So many people are content with 
playing the ‘straight’ guy or slight spins on 
that, whilst Cage will take an unusual role and 
go the full way with it. 

his is not to say that eccentricity is his 
only quality. Hidden in the depths of his larg-
er-than-life performances, Cage can on occa-
sion show surprising amounts of subtlety. 

Take Werner Herzog’s he Bad Lieutenant: 
Port of Call New Orleans. Playing a corrupt, 
crack headed cop might sound like classic 
Cage but he is able to make him oddly sym-
pathetic even when threatening to kill two in-
nocent women. here is an inner pain to his 
frantic outbursts that is hard to ind anywhere 
else. 

Similarly, David Gordon Green’s Joe which 
recently played the festival circuit and is due 
out in Britain later this year has drawn praise 
for being one of Cage’s most subtle, restrained 
and complex performances in years. 

Renowned ilm critic Roger Ebert once 
commented that when we think of the great-
est living male actors Robert De Niro, Al Paci-
no and Jack Nicholson come to mind, but we 
should also take note of Nicolas Cage. Whilst 
I wouldn’t go as far as to group him with these 
actors it’s hard to argue agaisnt the fact that 
Cage is one of the most daring and unafraid 
actors out there and deserves more recogni-
tion than all the internet parody and terrible 
thrillers would have people think. 

Let us not forgot, the man has an Academy 
Award, which he received for his extremely 

harrowing portrayal of an alcoholic spend-
ing his last days drinking himself to death in 
Leaving Las Vegas.

Amongst the usual number of action 
thrillers Cage has signed up to, he has some 
interesting projects coming up, which will 
hopefully showcase his talents. As well as the 
aforementioned Joe, Cage is attached to reu-
nite with his Adaptation writer Charlie Kauf-
man for Frank or Francis, a Hollywood satire 
that will hopefully carve  another bizzare but 

beautiful performance.

»    photos: Top: wikia.com
 Bottom: artix.co.uk

Selling the wildest product: nature 

T
he battle between the man-made and 
the organic is one which tends to 
be rather one-sided. Why would we 
want to step out into a cold Novem-

ber day when we can sit in front of a screen 
and escape into any kind of sunny virtual re-
ality we choose? It is this dilemma that has got 
David Bond worried. As director and protag-
onist of the new documentary ilm, Project 
Wild hing, Bond takes this cold November 
day, brands it, packages it, and tries, quite 
literally, to sell it to children. Taking on the 
role of Marketing Director of Nature, Bond 
aims to get children disconnected from the 
virtual world and reconnected with the nat-
ural one. Ater failing to tear his two young 
children away from their screens to go out-
side to play (“my own family doesn’t use my 
product!” Bond exclaims), he sets out on the 
challenge to compete with the big brands and 
the mighty monopolies in selling a product 
that came way before even the original iPod. 
Nature.

Bond directs us on his journey from initial 
idea to the inal Project Wild hing product 
with the help of the many people he encoun-
ters. From scientists and specialists such as 
BBC Springwatch’s Chris Packham, the in-
dividuals that shine the most are the diverse 
range of children Bond interacts with. Some 
of the most delicate, natural and thought-pro-
voking cinematography is of these young 
stars. Not long into the documentary, Bond 
visits the Hebridean Island of Eigg, where the 
outdoor world is a measurably larger part of 
the Island’s inhabitants’ lives. A young boy, 
one of the children from the local primary 
school, sits on a tree trunk surrounded by the 
greenest foliage and the single sound of bird-

call; he picks and eats the leaves from a plant 
growing next to him. he young boy’s inno-
cent munching is made to appear totally natu-
ral and undirected and for me, this moment is 
just one of the seemingly “captured” instances 
which literalise what it is Bond is aiming to 
do throughout: get more nature into children. 

he number of diferent children featured 
in the documentary, ranging from Bond’s 
own family to the teenage girls of a London 
secondary school, provide a lot of the bit-
ter-sweet humour drizzled throughout. One 
particularly memorable individual is ten-
year-old Mason, who guides Bond around his 
East-London housing estate. Portrayed as a 
place of coninement, the bleak car park and 
small patch of grass littered with dog mess is 
Mason’s outdoor world. Ball games, he says 
with such light-heartedness, would probably 
result in getting an ASBO. Although Bond’s 
focus in the documentary up until now has 
been to change children’s opinions of nature, 
here he comes to a turning point. Mason 
demonstrates the desire for children to run 
free and be wild and how this is just some-
times not available to them in the concrete 
jungle. 

As well as some lovely moments of stillness, 
the documentary also ofers us an insight into 
the bustling world of branding, marketing 
and just how inluential these are in our daily 
lives. Now, you might expect that a documen-
tary ighting for the appreciation of our natu-
ral environment would demonise technology 
and its displacement of the outdoors. Sur-
prisingly, this is not the case. Instead of using 
the same brainwashing, bewitching spell that 
Apple has cast over our generation to block 
out the competitors, Project Wild hing actu-

ally invades the enemy territory and demon-
strates the beneits of technology to spread an 
idea. Bond’s creative team design a website, an 
app and even a rap video to really develop the 
seed of Project Wild hing into a fully grown 
and lourishing, cross-platform ‘brand’. his 
is what I found to be one of the more clever 
aspects of this particular documentary – of 
course the irony of using a ilm to get us out-
side is not lost on David Bond either. Letting 
us sit for 83 minutes and engage with Project 
Wild hing is perhaps why I then felt guilty 
enough to choose the longer, more scenic 
walk to my lecture the next day.

Perhaps my only criticism of the ilm would 
be the ending. Although seeing Bond’s two 

young children stuf welly boots on his feet 
and drag him outside is a sweet enough image, 
I didn’t believe what I was seeing. he ending 
of the ilm feels a little uninished, with the 
question having been posed but not entirely 
answered. However, it is understandable how 
a documentary will feel somewhat incomplete 
when attempting to divert the impenetrable 
force of the consumer away from their screens 
(“You’ve bought enough iPads now!”, Bond 
yells outside an Apple store) – not a simple 
task for anyone. It could be that the ending of 
Project Wild hing intends to promote a idea 
of what it hopes can be the reality in the future 
– children desperate to get outside and have 
an adventure rather than get lost online.

Hayley Westlake reviews Project Wild hing, a documentary for a November day 

The golden age of Mr. Cage 
Matthew Kent argues for the man who stole The Declaration of Independence
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S
ince it was first envisioned in the hand-
written will of Alfred Nobel, the Nobel 
Prize has gone on to become one of the 
most prestigious awards on the planet. 

At the heart of the award is a simple idea with 
the capacity to inspire millions. Given only 
to those who have “conferred the greatest 
benefit to mankind,” a list of previous win-
ners rapidly turns into a who’s who of twenti-
eth century history. From Albert Einstein to 
Martin Luther King, it is a prize that strives 
to recognise the truly exceptional members 
of the human race.

With 6 awards up for grabs (Physiology 
or Medicine, Physics, Chemistry, Literature, 
Economics and Peace,) speculation in the 
run-up to the announcement was rife. Twit-
ter conversations bounced from person to 
person, articles appeared discussing possible 
outcomes and the same question burst from 
everyone’s lips - who would be taking home 
the prize in 2013?

he week-long series of announcements 
began on Monday 7th October. In a live 
broadcast, he Nobel Assembly at Karolinska 
Institutet declared that the 2013 Nobel Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine would be award-
ed jointly to three scientists: James Rothman, 
Randy Schekman and homas Südhof “for 
their discoveries of machinery regulating 
vesicle traic, a major transport system in 
our cells”.

he prize was awarded for a series of dis-
coveries that pieced together how cells organ-
ise their transport systems. Each of the three 
recipients unravelled a diferent part of the 

mystery. he central theme running through 
the research was the idea of a vesicle: a tiny 
packet used to transport molecules inside a 
cell, or from one cell to another. 

As Tuesday dawned, it was the turn of the 
physicists to anxiously await the decision of 
he Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. 
Ater a slight delay, the honour was shared 
by François Englert and Peter Higgs “for the 
theoretical discovery of a mechanism that 
contributes to our understanding of the or-
igin of mass of subatomic particles...”

Earlier this year, scientists working at 
CERN’s Large Hadron Collider conirmed 

the discovery of the Higgs boson – the so-
called ‘God particle’. he 2013 Nobel Prize 
in Physics was awarded to the men who irst 
formulated a theory involving the Higgs. he 
theory seeks to explain how particles obtain 
mass and forms a central part of the Stand-
ard Model of Physics, a description of how 
the world is constructed.

he Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
took centre stage once again on Wednesday. 
hey declared that the recipients of this year’s 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry would be Martin 
Karplus, Michael Levitt and Arieh Warshel 
“for the development of multiscale models 

for complex chemical systems” he Chem-
istry prize acknowledges the achievement of 
combining classical physics with quantum 
physics to develop computer modelling tech-
niques. he computer programmes devel-
oped by these three men are used widely by 
chemists to simulate molecular systems. his 
has allowed for many signiicant chemical 
advances.

With the conclusion of the three science 
awards, attention turned to the writers. On 
hursday 10th October, the Nobel Prize in 
Literature was awarded to Canadian author 
Alice Munro. She was described by the award-
ing body as the “master of the contemporary 
short story”.  Before the weekend break, he 
Norwegian Nobel Committee presented the 
Nobel Peace Prize to the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons  (OPCW) 
“for its extensive eforts to eliminate chemi-
cal weapons”. he inal golden prize of 2013 
was handed out on Monday, bringing an end 
to the week-long prize giving. he Sverig-
es Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in 
Memory of Alfred Nobel went to Eugene 
Fama, Lars Hansen and Rober Shiller “for 
their empirical analysis of asset prices”.

With the inal prize awarded, so conclud-
ed another Nobel cycle. Around the world, 
scientists, economists, writers and politicians 
will soon be gearing up for 2014, hoping that 
it might be their turn to receive that most 
noble of titles and to call themselves a Nobel 
Prize laureate.

Nobel Prize 2013: The winning laureates
Hayley Simon covers this year’s Nobel Prize announcements and who won the six coveted awards

» Peter Higgs was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics photo: flickr/ marc_buehler

TEDx Warwick - ‘Ideas worth spreading’
Ellie May reviews the recent Tedx Warwick Salon and the eye-opening technology discussed

B
oasting an impressive 16,500 talks in 
over 133 countries, Tedx conferences 
are becoming increasingly popular 
– and for good reason. Their slogan 

‘ideas worth spreading’ held strong in the re-
cent Tedx Warwick event, where four speak-
ers gathered to speak about technology in a 
truly innovative and inspiring way.

Designer and self-proclaimed 
‘futurist’ Tobias Revell opened 
the event, explaining how 
all humans ‘world-build’, 
projecting ourselves in, 
to fiction to create a dia-
logue between ourselves 
and how we imagine the 
world could be. His art 
built on this concept, 
constructing futuristic 
worlds to show that the 
outcomes of technology 
are vastly different from 
their initial intentions. The 
talk surprised me - its philo-
sophical manner wasn’t what I was 
expecting from a technology conference. Yet 
it was a fascinating start to the event, forcing 
us to imagine the future outcomes of tech-
nology.

The second speaker, Tobias Preis, took the 
event in a different direction, talking about 
his own research project. His idea that Goog-
le could predict the stock market through 

tracking how often words such as ‘debt’ are 
searched was exciting – the world of finance  
would be completely reformed with such ba-
sic technology. Elements of the previous talk 
still lingered, as Preis discussed how Goog-
le, initially intended as just a search engine, 
could have an entirely different function in 

the future. The current age of technol-
ogy increases our productivity 

and makes life far more con-
venient, but digital traces 

of our everyday behaviour 
remain online. If Google 
can be used to analyse 
human behaviour on 
such a large scale as the 
stock market, could it 
also be used to predict 
our behaviour or even 

influence it?
David Chatting, design-

er and technologist, was the 
next to share his ideas with us. 

He focused on his idea of Every-
day Tomorrows discussing the bridge 

between useful and useless technology, and 
how prototypes being made now will have a 
huge effect on our everyday lives in the fu-
ture. By creating basic prototypes of gadgets 
that have no particular use yet, he allowed the 
public to speculate on how they may become 
useful, and their effect on society as a whole. 
Chatting suggested a gadget that could track 

every step-counter, giving you information 
on the runner using it. He then developed 
this idea in to a short film set in the future 
where people go ‘runner spotting’ as they do 
bird watching. Chatting’s ideas were fascinat-
ing, bringing up the moral issues with new 
technology, and challenging the idea that 
engineers decide what technology be-
comes, insisting that instead that 
we must take responsibility.

The final talk was given 
by Nicholas Dale, talking 
about his own research 
on combating strokes. 
He presented us with a 
wide range of statistics, 
explaining that strokes 
cost the UK economy 
up to £9 billion every 
year, and yet there is still 
a distinct lack of medical 
technology that can combat 
strokes quickly. Suggesting 
numerous ways of faster treat-
ment, Dale shocked us with how 
close we could be to developing life-saving 
technology and how desperate our world is 
for it.

Torgyn, an engineering student, gave her 
thoughts on the event. Impressed by how 
each speaker adopted layman’s language so 
well in order to express their ideas to the stu-
dents, she concluded that it was overall en-

joyable and inspirational.
Speaker Tobias Preis also enjoyed the 

event, believing it to be just as interesting for 
those hosting as for those watching. As a sci-
entist, he enjoyed the idea-sharing involved 
and the opportunity to have an insight in to 
the disciplines of the other speakers.

In my experience, attending the Tedx 
salon was eye-opening, introduc-

ing me to ideas surrounding 
technology that I had nev-

er considered before. The 
wide variety of speakers 
and disciplines gave me 
a rounded view of every 
aspect, from potential 
inventions in the future 
to the moral issues sur-
rounding them. From 

the moment it started I 
was gripped and, although 

I was learning totally new 
concepts, I never once felt 

overwhelmed by the subject 
matter. I wholeheartedly enjoyed 

the experience, I will definitely be attending 
again, and I recommend that you do too.

Tedx are hosting the second TEDxSalon 
on November 23rd, Saturday of Week 8.

» photos: Qi Peng
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U
ntil a few months ago, I have to 
admit that I’d barely even heard of 
Moldova.  To me, it was a name that 
only seemed to crop up in Eurovi-

sion or vaguely referred to in the final rounds 
of general knowledge quiz shows.  And there 
is no way I could have told you where it is.

But despite how little I knew about it, I 
went on a two week volunteering project 
during the summer with a charity called Mis-
sion Direct where, as a small team, we built a 
house that would become a day-care centre 
for children and a refuge centre for teenage 
girls. 

Obviously, this type of volunteer work is 
relatively common in developing countries, 
but the fact that this kind of work needed do-
ing in Europe was what irst intrigued me to 

go on the trip.  Faced with a brochure burst-
ing with volunteer trips worldwide, as well 
as having oicially caught the bug ater my 
irst voluntary experience in the Dominican 
Republic the previous summer, there were 
so many countries to tempt me.  In the end, 
though, it was the uniqueness of Moldova 
that drew me in.

he truth is that Moldova is Europe’s poor-
est country, with levels of poverty compara-
ble to that of African nations.  he unem-
ployment rate is shockingly high and it is a 
country crippled by debt.  Moldova was also 
a former part of the USSR and didn’t gain in-
dependence until 1991; for this reason a lot 
of community spirit has been destroyed by 
communism.  

Before I went, I was warned that the people 
in general are quite reserved and unhappy. 
Whilst I was there, though, everyone seemed 
incredibly happy and grateful for what little 
they had.

he tourism industry in Moldova could be 
seen as limited, but that doesn’t mean there is 
nothing of interest.  With famous vineyards, 
a beautiful monastery and a historic market 
in the capital selling Soviet memorabilia, 
there is a lot to entice the average tourist. 

To add to this, the scenery in Moldova is 
stunning; with ield upon ield of sunlowers 
and views that could be straight from Italy, it 
would be the perfect place for a walking holi-
day – and I got to experience all of this whilst 
still making a real diference.

I’m sure you’ve heard the clichés about vol-
unteering trips before, but it really is an in-
credible experience. here is no other feeling 
like it and, realistically, you probably won’t 
get that many chances to build a house in 
your lifetime!  

It is also the fact that you know you are 
making a real, physical diference to people’s 
lives that makes this so rewarding.  It was 
great helping out in a country which is oth-

erwise relatively unknown and really needs 
help. 

here are so many unique experiences I 
will take away from the trip, such as staying 
in an abandoned asylum for a few nights (not 
as scary as it sounds!) and using an outside 
shower which was oten shared with a few 
frogs. 

More important, though, is the amount of 
happiness we managed to bring to the chil-
dren in the village where we were staying – in 
the aternoons we organised crats and games 
with the children and they would play merri-
ly for hours.

Even though Moldova might not be at the 
top of your travel bucket-list, I’d deinitely 
recommend going.  Volunteering in Europe 
might not seem nearly as exciting as going 
across the world, but it’s just as rewarding.  
And it’s another destination to tick from your 
‘of the beaten track’ list too!

Bowled over by Moldova: a volunteer’s experience

B
angkok is a place which remains 
etched on the memories of all who 
visit it; a place of mind-bending 
surprises and eye-watering juxta-

positions. It is a frenetic circus of bustling 
markets, spicy food and neon-lit clubs. It is 
also a tranquil space of stunning temples and 
beautiful architecture. This year Bangkok 
is the world’s most-visited capital city,  and 
with such a varied landscape, no wonder 
many travellers start their Asian adventure 
with a stint in the country’s animated capital. 
But how easy is it to stay in a place known to 
some as ‘scam city’? According to Sarah Peth, 

Senior Pro Consul in Bangkok, 180 British 
nationals were arrested and 231 hospitalised 
in Thailand last year  – but should this really 
act as a deterrent for those on a quest for Thai 
culture? 

Khao San Road is Bangkok’s backpacker 
hub, where you can zig-zag between raucous 
bars and street performers, haggle for clothes 
or indulge in a street massage and watch the 
world unfold before your eyes. he food carts 
perched on the pavements ofer a diverse 
selection of hai cuisine; huge portions of 
pad thai (lat noodles with chilli and egg) for 
around 60p, and mouth-watering tropical 
fruit kebabs. Just make sure meat dishes are 
served piping hot, and the fruit and vegeta-
bles fresh. If you’d prefer a ine dining experi-
ence, Bangkok’s restaurants boast a plethora 

of global food; three courses and a cocktail 
is less than £10 – and that’s at the top end of 
the scale!

he shopping experience in Bangkok is 
unlike any other. he Khao San Road mar-
ket is an overwhelming display of the trashy 
and tremendous where you can ind anything 
from tie-dye t-shirts to knock-of DVDs. 
Don’t be afraid to haggle but always be re-
spectful – hai people don’t like losing face. 
he Chatuchak weekend market is half an 
hour from the city centre and ofers a slightly 
more authentic shopping experience, so set 
aside a few hours if you want to explore this 
35-acre market-maze which sells snakes and 
second-hand items. 

Getting around Bangkok can leave tour-
ists susceptible to the most popular scams. 

hree-wheeled open door taxis called tuk-
tuks are popular amongst tourists, but always 
agree on a price before you hop in. Emilia, 
a student at Oxford Brookes University, was 
caught out by a local tuk-tuk scam.

She said: “On our irst day in Bangkok, a 
man selling maps told us that the best way 
to see the city was by tuk-tuk. He brought 
us over to one of the cars and agreed a price 
with the driver – about 20p for the whole day, 
which was so cheap.”

Unfortunately this bargain price was too 
good to be true. he tuk-tuk driver took 
Emilia and her friends to the agreed place but 
also stopped of at a tailors, a jewellery shop 
and a fake tourist information shop where 
the girls were persuaded to make a booking 
for activities and handed over £170 each.

However, upon returning home, they re-
searched the information centre and found 
reviews advising them not to trust the shop.  
he girls had handed money over to an unof-
icial tourist agent called ‘ITAT’ – in Bangkok 
the oicial tourist bureau is called ‘TAT’, but 
Emilia and her friends had been brought into 
one of the many imitation shops which lure 
travellers in with fake logos and uniforms. A 
number of local businesses in the area work 
in conjunction with tuk-tuk drivers to in-
crease tourist exposure to their shops, and 
drivers will oten stop at places not originally 
agreed on the route or leave travellers in the 
middle of nowhere.

When Emilia and her friends returned the 
next day to demand a refund, the man with 
whom they had made the booking wasn’t 
there, and the other travel agents refused to 
hand back any cash. 

It’s vital when travelling abroad that you 
research the local laws, customs and poten-
tial scams before you arrive. he FCO reg-
ularly updates its website with travel advice 
and helpful tips on every country around the 
world. here’s also information on how to 
plan and stay safe on your gap year.

More detailed advice is available on the FCO 
website at www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo 
Facebook: facebook.com/fcotravel 
Twitter: @fcotravel

Avoiding the scams in Bangkok

» hai street markets are a great place to ind a bargain  photo: Jeremie Amoroso
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